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COMMONS.—Mr. McDonald (Pictou) called 
the at tent ion of the House to a libel pub
lished in the St. John Freeman, and signed 
T. W A., t h e initials of a m e m b e r ot this 
House. The article was read by the clerk, 
and Mr. Macdonald moved t h a t i t was 
scandalous, false and malicious, and a 
contempt of the privileges of the House, 
which after a long debate was carried on a 
division of 92 to 66. 

18th.—SENATE.—Mr. McPherson'S rai l
way resolutions resumed. Mr. Campbell 
moved a m e n d m e n t that the House do not 
consider Mr. Macpherson's mot ion which 
was carried by a vote of 44 to 13. 

COMMONS.—Mr. J . H. Cameron intro
duced a Bill to empower the Senate and 
Commons and Committees t o e x a m i n e wit
nesses under oa th . Sir J o h n Macdonald 
said the power was not conierred by the 
B. N . American Act. Mr. E . B. Wood said 
the power was inherent in t h e House and 
the Bill was read a first t i m e . Mr. Mac
kenzie drew the at tent ion of the House to 
the interference of the Government offi
cials at Elections, referring especially to 
the P . O. Inspector a t London, Ontario. 
Mr. Tilley moved the House into Commi t 
tee of the Whole on the Lake St. Peter 
Channel improvement . Some oi the m e m 
bers thought this a local improvem' t which 
should be paid for by the City of Montreal, 
while Mr. Young contended the work had 
always been considered a public work and 
ought not to be charged to the Montreal 
Harbour revenues. The discussion con
tinued till after the recess, and the Bill was 
finally introduced and read. House went 
into Commit tee on Ocean Postal Service, 
and t h e resolutions were passed after some 
opposition of Messrs. Holton and Mac
kenzie who thought the Allan Line should 
not have a monopoly of the serviee. 

21st.—SENATE.—Canada Pacific Rai lway 
resolutions of Mr. Christie al tered and ap
pointed for Thursday . Some Bills read a 
first and second t ime . 

COMMONS.—Second reading of Bill for ex
amining witnesses under oa th . A legal 
discussion arose on this Bill. Sir John 
Macdonald thought it should pass, and if 
disallowed, an Act could be passed through 
the Imperia l Pa r l i amen t conferring the 
powers. Debate on Grand Trunk Amend
m e n t Bill resumed. Mr. Cauchon violent
ly opposed the measure , and was followed 
by several m e m b e r s on account of the op
position given by the Grand Trunk to the 
other ra i lway enterprises of the country. 
After a very long debate the Bill was read 
on a division of B6 for, 7 against, and pass
ed through a Commit tee ol the Whole . On 
Motion of Mr. Chisholm (Hamilton) a 
Select Commit tee was appointed on the 
manufacturing interests of the Dominion, 
to consider how they could best be further 
developed. 

22nd. — S E N A T E . — Mart in Divorce case 
came up from Committee, and the Bill was j 
read a third t ime and passed, on a di7ision 
of 34 to 18. Some discussion took place on 
the subject of the printing of t h e House . 

COMMONS.—Mr. Dorion brought forward 
certain charges against the Minister of Pub
lic Works, of interference in t t e Charlevoix 
and Chicoutimi elections. Hon. Mr. Lange-
vin made explanations, and produced letters 
from various parlies to show the falsity of 
the charges. The House went into Com
mit tee of Supply. Many i tems were passed. 
Mr. E. B. Wood complimented the Minister 
of Public Works on the managemen t of his 

depar tment . A Commit tee of medical men 
was appointed to examine, and report on the 
best means of improving the ventilation of 
the House. 

23rd.—SENATE.—Mr. Dickey made inqui
ries respecting t h e Telegraph Lines along 
the Intercolonial Rai lway. Mr. Campbell 
said there was an agreement between the 
Government , the Montreal Telegraph Com
pany, and Sir Hugh Allan. The amended 
Bill for the Depar tment of the Interior was 
concurred in, and a number of bills from the 
Commons were read a first t ime. 

COMMONS.—Mr. Charlton moved for a 
geographical exploration and geological sur
vey of the fertile belt of the N". West during 
the present year ; the information obtained 
being t ianslated into German and Norwe
gian, and circulated in those States. The 
motion was strongty supported, and the 
debate on it continued till the recess. 

24th.—SENATE.—Mr. Christie's Railway 
motion was adjourned on account of his ill
ness. The Montreal and Quebec Port Ward
ens' Bill was read a second t ime. The 
second reading of Bill for examining wit
nesses under oath was, upon request of 
several members , left to stand over till 
Monday. 

COMMONS.—Select Commit tee on the Pro. 
hibitory Liquor Law presented a report 
recommending tha t samples of the various 
liquors sold throughout the Dominion be 
procured and analysed. The House went 
into Commit tee on a resolution to change 
the gauge of the Intercolonial Railway. 
Several of the m e m b e r s severely censured 
the Government for refusing to make this 
change last year, causing a great additional 
expense. Dr. Tupper definded them on the 
ground t h a t last year the Grand Trunk offi
cials had most positively stated their gauge 
was not to be changed. A l o n g personal 
discussion between Dr. Tupper and Mr. 
Mackenzie relative to some political meet
ings in 'Ontar io followed, and the resolution 
was adopted, and a Bill introduced. The 
House went into Commit tee of Supply and 
passed the river s teamers and penitentiary 
i tems. 

25th.— S E N A T E . — A Bill was Introduced to 
extend the provisions of the Extradition 
Treaty, and several bills read a second and 
third t ime . 

COMMONS.—Sir J o h n Macdonald moved 
the House into Committee on the Bill rela
ting to contested elections. Mr. Blake 
thought the Bill would prove inadequate. 
Several of the clauses were carried, and 
the Commit tee rose. Several bills were read 
a second and thi rd t ime, and the House 
adjourned. 

26th.—House in Commit tee of Supply. 
I t ems for lighthouses, beacons, &c, passed 
after some discussion, as also the fishery 
i tems. At the suggestion of Messrs. Blake 
and Doiion, the registration bill was with
drawn, and at tiiat of Mr. Mackenzie, the 
Insolvent Act was continued during another 
year, Sir J o h n Macdonald to prepare a bill 
on the subject during the recess. 

28th. — S E N A T E . — Several bills passed 
through a second and third reading. On the 
"Examin ing Witnesses under O a t h " Bill, 
a good deal of discussion arose, m a n y of the 
Senators considering it unconstitutional, 
but it was finally allowed to pass the second 
reading. 

COMMONS.—A number of bills were read a 
second and third t ime and passed. On the 
Bill for extending the powers of the Mon
treal Telegraph Co., some exceptions were 
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